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The sands of time
Wuthathi Dreaming, journeys through new lands,
the evolution of energy & adventures that never grow old

Adani
snap
rally 
—  DECEMBER 2016
WHEN billionaire polluter Gautam Adani met with the PM
in December, hundreds of you joined us for snap rallies
in Melbourne and Townsville to tell Mr Adani — we, the
people, don’t want your mine.
You were beautiful, colourful and creative. You made
headlines so Mr Adani couldn’t dictate the story on the
evening news.

2

Images of the rallies ran on news
sites, providing a powerful visual statement that there is no social licence for
his mine.
You are a force of community power
that will never give up. Thank you!

In this
issue
“Politics can destroy the story, or our story can transcend politics.”
Richard Louv

IN THIS ISSUE of habitat we explore the

ACF Director of Campaigns, Paul Sinclair,
talks to media at a snap rally against Adani coal mine,
Treasury Gardens, Melbourne VIC. Photo: James Thomas

concept of time and how it relates to our
campaigns. Time, the ‘indefinite continued
progress of existence and events in the
past, present, and future regarded as a
whole’. We are living in unprecedented
times locally and globally where urgent
change is more important than ever. The
obvious challenge is distilling this into
meaningful action and not letting the
magnitude of the issues we face, as part
of an engaged global community, overwhelm us.
As campaigns such as the Shelburne
Bay handback featured in this issue attest,
this action can take time and our capacity
to ‘play the long game’ is key. Time, determination and perseverance. In the words
of J.R.R. Tolkien, “All we have to decide
is what to do with the time that is given
us”. It should be a simple task with the
integrity of purpose all in our community
possess, but it would be disingenuous to
suggest it always is, given the campaign
setbacks along the way. However, I hope
the personal stories of how people are
deciding to use their time featured in
this issue of habitat inspire you to see this
critical juncture in time as our greatest
opportunity for change. Building on
the stories of community connection in

our last issue, this issue includes stories
of local people affected by the dinosaur
proposal for Adani’s Carmichael coal mine
and ACF supporters featured in our ‘Story
of Us’ film.
We hope that you come away from
reading this issue of habitat with a greater
understanding of our role in urgent,
time-sensitive and long term, sustained
campaigns.
I will leave you with this final
thought: our world is focussed on tangible
outcomes as measures of success but
oftentimes ensuring that something is
avoided is actually the correct measure
of a job done right. It’s not obstructionist
if it’s about creating a world where the
endangered Leadbeater’s Possum is
protected, nuclear waste dumps aren’t
plonked in the backyard of communities,
the Kimberley remains frack-free and coal
mining is replaced by renewables.
Take the time to share your thoughts
on this issue with me at habitat@acf.org.au
as we do value your ideas greatly.
Sara,
habitat Editor
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habitat, our beautiful, bi-annual
magazine features our natural world
and stories, ideas, inspirations and
issues we face as a community.
Written by passionate advocates,
community members and artists,
habitat celebrates and speaks out
for the most important thing on
earth — life itself. Meet the people
behind the work that we do and
be inspired by our community.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS
We acknowledge the Traditional
Owners of this country and
recognise their continuing
connection to land, waters and
community. We pay respect to
their elders past and present and
acknowledge the pivotal roles that
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people continue to play in caring
for country and wildlife across
Australia.

The Australian
Conservation Foundation
is Australia’s national
environment organisation.
We are more than 350,000 people
who speak out, show up and
act for a world where forests,
rivers, people and wildlife thrive.
We are proudly independent,
non-partisan and funded
by donations
from Australians.
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Letter from the CEO
Kelly O’Shanassy

Sunset over Bay of Martyrs VIC. Photo: Doug Gimesy Photography

TIME. It’s a precious thing and, unlike coal,
infinite. Yet each of us has a finite time on
this earth. How we choose to use it is our
greatest opportunity at this tipping point
for our reefs, rivers, forests and wildlife.
Right now, there is no time to lose when it
comes to stopping the biggest coal mine
in Australia’s history. Our legal battle
continues, with our court appeal being
held as this issue of habitat goes to print.
We won’t give up and, if the turnout at our
snap rallies to coincide with Mr Adani’s
visit to Australia in December is a guide,
neither will you. At this time, in collaboration with other like-minded organisations,
we delivered over half a million signatures to Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull
saying no to a $1 billion handout to Adani.
As I said after hearing that Australia’s
Treasurer Scott Morrison handed around
a lump of coal in Parliament, Australia
needs to get off coal so we have a safe
world to live in.
To help transition Australia to clean
energy, we supported 17 prominent
Australians to launch Our energy future 
— a plan to transition Australia to clean energy,

in November. Together, they personally
handed this to the Minister for Energy and
the Environment, Josh Frydenberg, and
the blueprint was debated in Parliament
and spread across the media.
Since my last letter, thousands of you
emailed the Victorian Premier, Daniel
Andrews, asking him to create the Great
Forest National Park. The outcome? He’s
now promised to support the continuation
of the Forest Industry Taskforce process.
Your support means we can play a leadership role in the Taskforce’s negotiations.
Sometimes our campaigns take time 
— four decades of time. After a struggle
that began in the 1970s to secure the
return of their ancestral homelands, we
welcomed the handback of Shelburne
Bay to the Wuthathi people of Cape York
Peninsula. This day will go down in history and it couldn’t have happened without
your support.
Time after time, you stand up and
show up (or ‘rise up’ as Bruce Springsteen
implored us to do in Melbourne recently,
with President Trump making such threats
as withdrawing the U.S. from the Paris

Climate Agreement). We are living in
uncertain times but your commitment to
our work together is a constant — for that,
I remain heartened and motivated to act.
Thank you.
Kelly

We are living in uncertain times
but your commitment to our
work together is a constant.
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The newly created Wuthathi (Shelburne Bay) National Park will protect a unique
and undisturbed landscape of dunes, wetlands, heathlands and rainforests.
Photo: Kerry Trapnell, courtesy Queensland Government.
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Wuthathi return
to Dreaming
THE WHITE SANDS OF SHELBURNE BAY GIVEN BACK
A LANDMARK CASE FINALLY HAS AN ENDING THAT DESERVES RECOGNITION
By Fairfax National Affairs Editor Tony Wright.

“WHEN THOSE OLD PEOPLE were taken
away all those years ago, our practices went blank for us,” says Johnson
Chippendale. “Now our young people can
start again.”
He gulps his words and stops speaking altogether. His people, dozens of them
baking beneath the tin roof of the Lockhart
River community hall, way up the Cape
York Peninsula east coast, plead with their
eyes for him to continue.
He cannot. He is a tall man, a leader,
an elder of his people, the chairman of the
Wuthathi Aboriginal Corporation. He is
not given to showing emotion. But this
day is too big. It overwhelms him.
He has said what had to be said 
— once, the people and their cultural
practices had been expelled from their
land. And here today the Queensland
Government was handing it back.

Time to start again
Soon, young Wuthathi people take him
at his word. They burst into a storm of
traditional dancing in celebration, elders
banging drums and singing. It is more than
80 years since those old people, the ancestors of Johnson Chippendale and many of
the families in the hall, were herded off
their land at Shelburne Bay, some of the

most beautiful coastal and island country
in Australia.
It was the 1920s and the 1930s and
the Queensland Government of the time
exerted enormous and often brutal control over the lives of Indigenous communities, to the point of deciding where they
live and where they were permitted to
travel.
The Wuthathi were too independent,
though, too free from government control.
These people who had lived around
Shelburne Bay on wetlands and lakes and
islands and in rainforests for longer than
anyone could imagine were too wild. They
had to be removed.
However, they never went hungry,
says Jean Mosby. Her father, Thychil,
was a fully initiated man who later was
given the name Tommy Warren. He was
born beside a spring around 1887 on his
ancestral country and became a fisherman
and hunter who made his own spears and
woomeras.
“He told us there was always geese
eggs, pigeon eggs, lily roots, or dugong
and other fish when they went out in the
canoes,” Mrs Mosby says. “Not like later,
when I was a little girl down at Yarrabah
[an Anglican mission near Cairns until the
late 1950s] when they starved us.”

The Dreaming
The Wuthathi took their totem from the
rays —  mantas and stingrays —  that glide
through the waters of the Coral Sea, out
there with the dugongs and the sea turtles.
Their Dreaming story was that a giant
ray had been washed ashore during a
storm and had been turned on its back,
exposing its pure white belly. You can still
see that gleaming belly at Shelburne Bay.
It is the most pure white sand swept
into dunes, some as high as 100 metres,
and so perfectly formed that little freshwater lakes lie suspended in them. It is almost
too much to imagine what it must have
been for the Wuthathi when government
authorities came and forcibly removed
them and dispersed them all up and down
the flyblown and utterly controlled settlements of Far North Queensland.
Johnson Chippendale says those who
were taken 100 kilometres south to the
old mission at Lockhart were given strict
instructions never to speak a word of their
language or practise their ceremonies.

Living ancestors
Within a couple of decades, the magical country of Shelburne Bay had been
leased to pastoralists to run cattle. But the
Wuthathi never lost the urge to return.
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And in 1985, the pure-white dreaming belly of the giant ray, turned to sand so white
it could all but blind you, came to their
rescue, though it did not initially seem at
all promising.
That year, a member of the Wildlife
Preservation Society of Queensland
(WPSQ), Sandy Clagne, noticed an obscure
little advertisement in the Cairns Post
declaring that an Australian-Japanese
company called Shelburne Silica was
applying for a mining lease over 765
square kilometres of dunes and proposing
to export 400,000 tonnes a year to manufacture glass in Japan.
A deep-water port would be constructed at the mine site. Word got to the then
chief executive of the WPSQ, Don Henry.
Henry would soon become the powerful head of the Australian Conservation
Foundation (ACF), and he could recognise
a serious cause when he saw it. He took
action in the Queensland Miners Court
on Thursday Island in support of objections lodged by the WPSQ, ACF and the
Queensland Conservation Council.
The mining company’s phalanx of
lawyers argued that all members of the
Wuthathi people had died out, and produced death certificates purporting to show
it. That enraged the (very alive) Wuthathi.
One of them, Alik Pablo, attended the
court to give evidence, and refused to be
tricked by the lawyers when they presented him with a map turned upside down
and asked him to identify his country. He
turned it the right way up and pointed to
Shelburne Bay.

Collaboration of the willing
The Miners’ Warden ruled against the
sand-mining application, but the obsessively pro-development government of
Joh Bjelke-Petersen, later revealed to be
corrupt to the core, simply ignored the ruling. And so began one of the great collaborations between indigenous people and
major conservation organisations, which
by then included the Wilderness Society.
The Hawke-Keating Government was
roped in. Within a couple of years, with
Wuthathi and conservationists not letting
up the pressure, Prime Minister Bob
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Hawke declared that Shelburne Bay was
one of his four priorities for conservation.
The others were Kakadu, the Daintree wet
tropics and Tasmanian wilderness.
With Bjelke-Petersen determinedly
obstinate, Hawke used Australia’s foreign
investment powers to block the sand
mining proposal. The white belly of the
ray was saved. It was, however, merely
the beginning of excruciating negotiations
that would eventually end this week with
1200 square kilometres of Shelburne Bay,
a third of it to be jointly managed by the
Wuthathi as a national park, handed back
to Johnson Chippendale and his people.
Along that long path, with conservation organisations such as ACF and
the Wilderness Society sticking with the
Wuthathi despite often fractious relations,
the Wuthathi won last year an 18-year
campaign for native title.
Meanwhile, successive Queensland
Governments, starting with the Beattie
Government in 1998, withdrew pastoral leases and began moving towards a
tenure resolution process. Two inactive
sand-mining leases that had sat for years
on the dunes, their very presence a threat,
were finally cancelled, without compensation, in 2003. A plan for a spaceport on the
land failed.
A whole new approach to returning
land to indigenous groups on Cape York
was forged, and the Wuthathi’s new
national park, which includes several
islands, will bring the number of jointly
managed parks to 26, spreading over two
million hectares on the Cape.
As the ownership documents were
signed at Lockhart River on Tuesday,
representatives of ACF, the Wilderness
Society and the Queensland Conservation
Council stood alongside family members
of the Wuthathi. Here were allies brought
together by a common desire: to save
blinding white dunes for those who have
owned them forever, and now have papers
proving it.
Fairfax National Affairs Editor Tony Wright
travelled to Cape York with ACF. This article
first appeared in The Age newspaper.

They burst into a storm
of traditional dancing in
celebration, elders banging
drums and singing.

“The two
most powerful
warriors are
patience and time.”
Leo Tolstoy

Abigail Wilson and Johnson Chippendale
at Shelburne handback ceremony, December 2016,
Lockhart River. Photo: Kerry Trapnell

9

The long game
FORTY YEARS OF MOMENTUM
FOUR DECADES OF ADVOCACY AND COLLABORATION WITH TRADITIONAL OWNERS
ON CAPE YORK PENINSULA HAVE LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR THE RETURN OF
SHELBURNE BAY TO THE WUTHATHI AND THE PROTECTION OF ITS UNIQUE DUNES
By ACF Northern Australia Program Officer, Andrew Picone.
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This model will soon be
extended to the World Heritage
listed Daintree National Park.

IN 1976, the Australian Conservation
Foundation proposed a series of new
national parks for Cape York Peninsula.
Our park proposals sought to protect tropical rainforests of the Iron and McIlwraith
Ranges and the immense dune systems
and freshwater lakes of Shelburne Bay.
These and other areas contain some of the
world’s most diverse tropical savannah
and wetlands to rival those in Kakadu.
But at the time, conservation was
not a priority of the then Bjelke-Petersen
government. Worse still, the few parks
that were declared during his 19-year
term were made to prevent Aboriginal
ownership of land — a finding reached by
the High Court in 1982 in relation to the
Archer Bend National Park.
By the end of Bjelke-Petersen era, the
Queensland government had pursed an
aggressive sell-and-exploit attitude to
Cape York, and some of the most significant tracts of land from the Daintree
lowlands to the tip of Cape York were on
the market and up for grabs. Subdivisions,
major resorts, an international spaceport
facility and massive new mines were proposed across the region.
However, by the early 1990s,
Traditional Owners and the conservation
movement had had enough and began
concerted and collaborative campaigns to
turn the situation around.
The push for change

Joint management brings more
job opportunities for Traditional
Owners and increased revenue
streams for national parks.

Shelburne Bay is the last landscape of its type within
Australia that remains in an undisturbed condition and is
of international significance. Photo: Kerry Trapnell

In 1994, the Queensland government
made the first of many land acquisitions
in an effort to protect parts of the Cape
York coastline threatened by commercial
exploitation. This led to the historic 1996
Cape York Heads of Agreement between
the Cape York Land Council, ACF, the
Wilderness Society and the Cattleman’s
Union. The Heads of Agreement outlined
a set of principles on Native Title, conservation and economic activities. The
signatories continued to push for change
in the region’s land tenure.
Reversing the ethos of the BjelkePetersen era in 2007, Premier Peter Beattie
made Aboriginal ownership of national
parks possible through amendments to
Queensland’s Nature Conservation Act
and the introduction of the Cape York

Peninsula Heritage Act. This initiated the
Cape York land tenure resolution program,
which continues to this day.
This landmark program established
a new consent-based model to negotiate
the creation of new national parks on
Aboriginal land, protecting cultural and
natural values. This unique process has
been supported by successive Queensland
governments for nearly 20 years and has
resulted in almost all state-owned land on
Cape York Peninsula, including existing
national parks, being handed back to
Aboriginal ownership under joint management agreements. This model will soon
be extended to the World Heritage listed
Daintree National Park.

A beneficial collaboration
Joint management brings more job
opportunities for Traditional Owners and
increased revenue streams for national
parks. Carbon abatement and fire management combined with tourism initiatives
in Cape York’s national parks are helping
Indigenous land management enterprises
improve the ecological health of the landscape and the visitor experience with the
sharing of cultural knowledge.
With the former Shelburne Bay pastoral
lease being returned to the Wuthathi people, the land tenure resolution program has
now delivered more than three million hectares of land back to Traditional Owners
across Cape York. This includes more than
two million hectares of jointly managed
and Aboriginal owned national parks.
While much of what ACF proposed
for protection in 1976 is now protected,
important areas still remain vulnerable to
ongoing threats from mining, clearing, climate change and pest plants and animals.
Today, ACF continues to play an active
and supportive role in the Cape York land
tenure resolution process. Through our
advocacy we ensure the policy makers on
all sides of politics understand the social,
cultural, economic and environmental
benefits of the tenure resolution program.
ACF‘s long and successful history of
involvement on Cape York has been made
possible over the years with generous support
from the Myer Foundation.
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The Story of Energy
PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE
JOURNALIST AND PULITZER PRIZE
WINNING AUTHOR GERALDINE
BROOKS AO TALKS ABOUT
HUMANKIND’S GREATEST THREAT 
— AND GREATEST OPPORTUNITY.
“Energy cannot be created or destroyed,
it can only be changed from one form to
another.”—  Albert Einstein, First Law
of Thermodynamics.

IN THE BEGINNING there was wind, water,
fire. Canvas snatched the wind and carried
us around the globe. Massive millstones
turned under the force of rushing streams.
A world lit by wood and wax flared
brighter with the discovery of whale oil,
and coastal cities grew up on that trade.
Change came, as it always does. In
1850, the whaling port New Bedford,
Massachusetts, known as “the city that
lit the world” was the richest town in
America. Nine years later, petroleum was
discovered in Pennsylvania and in an eyeblink, New Bedford dwindled into blight
and poverty.
Oil, coal and gas powered a new age
of industry. Sail gave way to steam and
ships to planes, rail and superhighways.
All this happened in the span of a single
lifetime: less than a century from the
Wright brothers to the Concorde, a few
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decades from the horse and cart to interstate highways.
Now, once again, change is coming.
Our use of polluting fuels has seared our
planet. Already we face melting glaciers,
corrosive oceans, storm-strafed coastlines,
bleaching reefs, lightning-scorched forests,
bush fires of infernal ferocity and increasing frequency. We are smashing temperature records globally, month after month
and year after year. This year is on track
to be the hottest on record, as was the last,
and the one before that.

We need to light the way
Massive climate disruption is not a
problem for the future. It is a problem
now. We cannot ignore physics and keep
powering our lives with energy sources
that ravage our only home. We have no
choice but to face the urgent need for

There is all the difference in
the world between seizing
this opportunity to lead, and
stumbling behind, tripped up by
muddled plans and lukewarm,
contradictory policies.

change. The only choice we have is how
we manage it.
We can be left behind, like the decayed
whaling cities of the 19th century, or we
can lead the way to a new prosperity:
an innovative, controlled transition to a
clean energy future. And we’ve already
made a start. At the Paris climate talks in
December 2015, Australia joined with 195
other nations to finally recognise that we
must urgently work together to cut pollution and limit the damage to our climate.
The result: the world’s first universal,
legally binding global climate agreement.
We are in the midst of a global energy
revolution. We are returning to the original
clean sources of power — wind and water.
We are harnessing the sun, the waves
and the earth’s geothermal energy. Clean
energy technologies are expanding rapidly.
Innovations in battery storage, electric

vehicles and solar cells are as revolutionary as the light bulb and airplane. Solar
panels today cost 150 times less than they
did in the 1970s. CSIRO has invented lightweight, low-cost and flexible printable
solar cells it can print onto anything from
rooftops to windows and packaging and
smartphones.
In 2016, Costa Rica generated 98 per
cent of its electricity from clean sources.
Scotland has already burnt its last lump
of coal for electricity and is currently
building the world’s largest floating wind
farm. Last year, wind power produced the
equivalent of 97 per cent of the country’s
household electricity needs. The Chinese
government has banned the construction
of new coal-fired power stations and is
closing 1,254 coal mines.
Australia, too, has some of the best
clean energy sources in the world. Our

This ‘floating forest’ atop SS Ayrefield in Homebush, Sydney
proves new life can thrive, even in s eemingly impossible
circumstances. Photo: Doug Gimesy Photography

Change is here. Australia’s
choice is to embrace the
transition and the economic
opportunities it brings.
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abundance of sun and wind means we can
move away from polluting fuels like coal,
gas and oil. We also have gifted scientists
and farsighted entrepreneurs who can
bring the innovation we urgently need.

Let us not stumble
We are progressing and the transition is
unstoppable. Yet it can be slowed, stalled,
and bungled. There is all the difference in
the world between seizing this opportunity to lead, and stumbling behind, tripped
up by muddled plans and lukewarm,
contradictory policies.
Today, Australia remains one of the
world’s worst climate polluters per capita
and our climate pollution is still rising.
Change is here. Australia’s choice is
to embrace the transition and the economic opportunities it brings. To plan for
inevitable changes to our energy sectors

14

and economy and make sure the transition
is fair for all. Or we can resist and delay
and deal with consequences of an unmanaged and chaotic transition that harms our
communities and our economy and fails to
rapidly lower our climate pollution.
This transition won’t always be easy,
but by accepting necessity and acting
with speed and clarity, we can buffer any
negative impact and protect vulnerable
communities.
We are facing the greatest threat — and
the greatest opportunity — for humanity
and our living world. This is not a matter
of “we should do this” or “we’d be wise
to”. It’s simpler. We must.
And we can.
So let’s get on with it.

Working towards
a non-toxic tomorrow
NUCLEAR WASTE TIMELINES FAR EXCEED DOCUMENTED
HUMAN EXISTENCE ON THE PLANET
By ACF Nuclear Free Campaigner, Dave Sweeney.

left: Solar panels soaking up the Australian sun,
leading the way to a clean energy transformation.
Photo: zstock/Shutterstock.com

above: A solar panel array, Southbank VIC.
Photo: Doug Gimesy Photography

π Visit: www.acf.org.au/
ourenergyfuture to read ACF’s
Our Energy Future plan.

ACF’S Our Energy Future plan shows how
our energy choices don’t only affect our
lives today, they also shape tomorrow.
Our reliance on fossil fuels is actively
reducing the quality and health of the
natural systems that sustain life now, and
for all who follow us.
The same is true with nuclear power 
— an option sometimes promoted as an
alternative to coal.
As home to around one-third of the
world’s uranium and given the continuing
push for South Australia to ship, store
and ultimately bury around one-third of
the world’s high level radioactive waste,
this is a discussion of real importance for
Australia.
At the same time the federal government is now actively examining a site
in the iconic Flinders Ranges region as a
place to locate Australia’s national waste
stockpile.
The timescales are extraordinarily long
and difficult to conceptualise. Nuclear
wastes often remain a direct human and
environmental threat for many tens or
even hundreds of thousands of years.
Even last year’s pro-nuclear Royal
Commission in South Australia found that
it ‘requires isolation and containment from
the environment for at least 100,000 years’.
These timelines far exceed documented human existence. They make the
ancient rock art galleries of Kakadu look

recent and the bald assurances of pro-nuclear politicians and promoters absurd.
If Imperial Caesar had taken a nuclear
power shower after crossing the Rubicon
we would still be safeguarding the waste.
One of the many complexities
involved in radioactive waste management is whether and how to signify its
location and danger for future generations.
Should one mark burial sites, or would
that just attract future tomb raiders? What
materials or language would last even a
fraction of the time and what images make
sense and will convey the threat beyond
language?
There are more questions than answers
in this perversely compelling discourse
involving archaeologists, futurists,
engineers, artists, NASA and the Disney
Corporation.
But one thing is clear, whatever form
the signage might take. Nuclear power
isn’t just a bad idea on economic, safety
and security grounds today — it is a bad
idea forever.
The idea of intergenerational equity is
neatly captured in the phrase “we do not
inherit the Earth from our ancestors, we
borrow it from our children”.
We can —  and must —  do much better
than to leave all generations of tomorrow
with the need to manage the permanently toxic residues of today’s electricity
production.
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Big old trees
LIFE CYCLES, TIME SCALES, MEANING AND GROWTH
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A COMPELLING LOOK AT OUR BELOVED TREES AND THE NEED
TO ACT NOW TO SAVE VICTORIA’S MOUNTAIN ASH FORESTS AND
THE LIFE THEY SUPPORT.
By ACF Healthy Ecosystems Campaigner , Jess Abrahams.

THERE IS A GREAT BIG GUM TREE in the

Mountain Ash live for four
or five hundred years and
won’t form hollows for at
least their first century.

front garden of my childhood home. I
don’t know what species it is, but when I
hear or read the word ‘tree’, it is the image
that comes to mind. I know this tree intimately. The base is wide and buttressed.
The branches are long, pale and perfectly
spaced for climbing and it’s home to possums, birds and cicadas.
It is a totally inappropriate tree for the
location, but over time, against the odds,
it has thrived and today it stands majestic
and tall. I have loved this tree my whole
life. Planted just four or five decades ago,
it is now the tallest tree in the street. As a
kid I thought it was the tallest tree in the
world.

Life

Mountain Ash at Mt Monda, Yarra Ranges National Park VIC.
Photo: Tim Fluence

Trees are synonymous with life on the
Australian continent. They vary in form
from the huge single-stemmed Stringybarks of south-eastern Australia, to
the spindly multi-trunk Mulga of the
Australian outback. They inhabit virtually every terrestrial ecosystem from the
muddy seashores of the tropical north
to the frozen mountaintops of temperate
Tasmania. Some are ubiquitous, like the
River Red Gum, which grows in every
mainland state, while others are seldom
seen, like the Wollemi Pine, restricted
to a few remote gorges deep in the Blue
Mountains.
The tallest tree in Australia, in fact the
tallest flowering plant in the world, is the
Mountain Ash Eucalytptus Regnans. From
a seed measuring just a few millimetres in
length, sprouts a mature tree that grows
to nearly 100 metres. This miraculous
feat of nature requires just the right mix

of conditions: soil, slope, rainfall, temperature and fire frequency. But, most
importantly, the full life cycle of this
extraordinary tree takes time. Lots of it.

Time
Some trees exist on similar time scales
to our own. The apricot tree my cousin
planted just five years ago in his backyard p
 rovides him with enough fruit this
summer to make his belly ache. For a pulp
plantation manager, 20 or so years is all
the time it takes to grow a profitable crop.
Yet many trees exist on timescales far
beyond our lifetimes. Mountain Ash live
for four or five hundred years and won’t
form hollows for at least their first century.
River Red Gums can live for up to a thousand years. There are specimens surviving
in the MCG car park that bear the scars of
bark shields and canoes carved by people
of the Kulin Nation in times long ago.

Meaning
Trees change shape and meaning as they
grow. From tiny seeds, to striving saplings,
old-growth giants and scarred old stumps 
— the form of trees, and what we value
about them, shifts and varies over time.
As an archetype, the tree is a near
universal symbol of life. In religion, philosophy, mythology and epistemology, for
thousands of years the tree has come to
represent nature, growth, knowledge and
unity. But different trees can mean different
things to different people, at different times.
To the wildlife biologist, an old hollow-bearing tree is critical habitat for an
endangered species. To the wood-worker,
a single tree can provide beautiful timber
to make valuable hand-made furniture.

17

To the bushwalker, fallen branches mean a
heat-giving fire on a cold night out.
To the industrialist, a forest is just
feedstock for manufacturing. To the
carbon farmer, a tree is more valuable left
standing. To the water catchment manager,
a forest is a giant sponge. To the young
child growing up in the suburbs, a tall tree
in the front garden is an adventure that
never grows old.

Old
For centuries, a great old Mountain Ash
forest cloaked the peaks and valleys of the
Kulin Nation, along the Great Dividing
Range in the area we now call Victoria’s
Central Highlands. Today, just one per cent
of that Mountain Ash ecosystem is classified as ‘old growth’. Devastating bushfires
of increasing frequency and intensity and
more than a hundred and fifty years of
logging have taken a tremendous toll. With
global warming now amplifying those
pressures, the entire Mountain Ash ecosystem has been listed as critically endangered
and at risk of ecological collapse.
What remains of that great old forest is
now young and highly fragmented; made
up in large part of 70- to 80-year-old trees 
— regrowth from the devastating 1939
bushfires. These forests are virtually the
only habitat of Victoria’s faunal emblem,
the critically endangered Leadbeater’s
Possum, which has suffered an 80 per cent
reduction in population since the 1980s,
when a relentless program of clear fell
logging took hold in these forests.

Grow
Left to grow, these 70- to 80-year-old
trees will become the hollow-bearing old
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growth forest of the future — the critical
habitat the Leadbeater’s and other threatened species need to survive. However
these ageing trees, growing straight and
tall, are also highly sought after by the
timber industry and account for nearly
90 per cent of the trees that are logged in
Victoria.
Considering all we now know about
the vulnerability of wildlife to extinction,
it is incredible that we are still making low
value paper and wooden products from
high conservation value forests. I have no
doubt we will look back on this time and
wonder what on earth were our leaders
thinking when they allowed these precious forests to be felled when they should
have been left to grow.

Let’s grow old together. Planting seedlings in the Otways,
VIC. Photo: Doug Gimesy Photography

Change
The Victorian Premier, Daniel Andrews,
is perhaps the last Victorian leader with
the opportunity to change the course
of history and save the State’s faunal
emblem from extinction and the Mountain
Ash ecosystem from collapse. To do so,
he must act urgently to create the Great
Forest National Park, which will restore,
protect and connect the great Mountain
Ash forests.
But he needs to hear from people like
you and me — people who value nature
deeply. He needs to hear loud and clear
that the time for change has come. We
must leave the Premier with no doubt
that protecting forests and wildlife is the
right thing to do — that our magnificent
Mountain Ash trees need time to grow old.

Planted just four or five decades
ago, it is now the tallest tree in
the street. As a kid I thought it
was the tallest tree in the world.
π Visit: www.acf.org.au/
great-forest-please and
ask Premier Daniel Andrews
to create the Great Forest
National Park.

Book review
By ACF Librarian and Research Officer, Antje Dun

THE HIDDEN LIFE OF TREES:
WHAT THEY FEEL, HOW THEY
COMMUNICATE—DISCOVERIES
FROM A SECRET WORLD
BY PETER WOHLLEBEN

We are only as strong as
the weakest link and the
trees “know this intuitively,
they do not hesitate to
help each other out.”

THE WAY WE LOOK at the world changes
over time — people thought the world was
flat, the sun revolved around the earth,
and trees were just trees. This new book
by Peter Wohlleben, a German forester,
gives us the beautiful gift of looking at our
world in a new light. He reveals that trees
live in complex communities, communicate with each other via smell, taste and
electrical impulses and deeply care for
each other. You could say he is a modern
day Lorax — he speaks for the trees.
Over a lifetime of managing forests
in Germany Wohlleben learnt to see and
understand that trees are not just rows
of wood waiting to be consumed but are
families, supporting and nurturing each
other. The sick, the elderly and even the
felled are taken care of — nutrients and
sugars are fed to stumps that are hundreds
of years old to keep them alive. The trees
need each other, are stronger together and

trees that are isolated don’t do as well or
live as long.
There are many parallels with our
human societies and lessons we can learn
from these interconnected, rich forest
communities. One of the most pertinent
being we are only as strong as the weakest
link and the trees “know this intuitively,
they do not hesitate to help each other
out.” The concept of survival of the fittest
doesn’t apply. If the weaker trees in a rainforest go, the heat and sun creep in, the
delicate balance and microclimate change
and the whole community of trees suffer.
The wellbeing of the forest depends on all
the links — the weak and the strong.
This book has unsurprisingly become
an international bestseller as what
Wohlleben reveals is the science and
knowledge that many of us intuitively feel 
— the forests are alive. It has been hard for
many of us to understand the hidden life
of trees as they inhabit a deeper time scale
than us and communicate in a way we are
now only beginning to understand. This
book has been an exciting reminder that
the world has already perfected a ‘wood
wide web’ of how to look after each other.
Maybe we need to start listening again to
the secrets of the hidden trees and grow
old together.

π More details and how
to purchase book at:
www.blackincbooks.com.au
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Y(our) story

THE MAKING OF
THE STORY OF US

Judith Sinnamon, David Gole, and their children Olive, Louis and Lydia in Montville, QLD. Photo: Ali Sanderson

WHILE IT’S EASY TO GET THE
FEELING THAT WE —  THE PEOPLE
WHO CARE ABOUT OUR AIR,
WATER AND WILDLIFE —  ARE A
MINORITY, BEYOND THE HEADLINES OF “JOBS AND GROWTH”
AND “ENVIRONMENT VERSUS
ECONOMY”, WE KNOW THERE’S
A DIFFERENT STORY.
By ACF Content Producer,
Alexandra Nash.
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IN THE LAST EDITION, we shared insights
from our research into the power of words
and storytelling. And what we found is
that right across our sunburnt country,
people care deeply and are coming together to create a brighter future. Everywhere
and every day, ordinary people are transforming inertia into action, isolation into
connection and destruction into beauty.
The ACF community of more than
350,000 people care about our living world.
We show up, speak out and act, often in
different ways and different places, but we
are strong in our diversity. And whether
it’s signing a petition or running a fundraising event, our actions — no matter how
large or small — all add up.
Lou, Chaturburj and Liz are testament
to this. They are among a handful of dedicated ACF community members whose
stories we recently captured as part of our
new Story of Us film. Here, they tell us
about their hopes and inspirations.

LOU
LITTLE LEGEND, BAKING
CUPCAKES FOR CORAL
Lou’s big sister Lydia was given a 40-year
ACF membership when she was born,
and since then, protecting air, water and
wildlife has been a family affair. With
help from his mum and sisters, Lou sells
cupcakes every month at his local market
in Montville, Queensland, to help ACF’s
campaign to stop the Carmichael coal mine.
“I love nature because it’s so beautiful.
I like it when it rains. I love the trees. I love
the native trees and the creatures that live
in the trees and the native Lilly pillies.
“When I heard about the Adani coal
mine it made me feel sad because the
creatures will be breathing in the polluted
air. I sell cupcakes to raise money because
I want to help ACF stop the mine.

ACF member Chaturbhuj Kharel and the Nepalese community in Kogarah, NSW. Photo: Ali Sanderson

“I hope that all the coal stays in the
ground because taking coal takes part of
the earth that should stay there. I hope
that the reef will recover and become a
healthier reef once again.
“I hope all the little fish in the reef are
going to have a healthy and happy life in
the future.”

CHATURBHUJ
MONTHLY DONOR, CARING
FOR CULTURE AND COMMUNITY
As a child growing up in rural Nepal,
Chaturbhuj used to wake every day to the
sight of “clear skies, green hills, beautifully
flowing rivers and streams”. But when
he and his family moved to the city, it
was a different story. Now, Chaturbhuj is
inspiring his local Nepalese community
in Sydney to collaborate and stand up for
clean air and water.

“When we settled in the city in Nepal we
invited our mum to live in with us, but
after two years, she became a patient
of stress and asthma. As I talked with
doctors and health specialists, I found out
that one of the causes of the disease was
air pollution.
“I also saw a beautiful, big river that
was polluted by effluent from a factory
nearby. For these two reasons, I decided
I wanted to do something to protect our
air and rivers.
“Before the last federal election in
Australia, I spoke to the local Nepalese
community in Sydney about voting for a
candidate who cares about environmental
issues. I also collected voter pledges.
“Different communities have different
cultural beliefs. In the Nepalese community, rivers are holy places. Working together
gives me hope that we can protect our reefs,
rivers, forests and communities. By working
together, we can have a beautiful future. “

“Working together gives me
hope that we can protect
our reefs, rivers, forests
and communities.”
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Murray River ambassador Liz Frankel and friends explore the wetlands in Waikerie, SA. Photo: Ali Sanderson

LIZ FRANKEL
MEMBER, STANDING UP
FOR THE MURRAY
Liz is one of several people living along
the Murray River who took part in media
training run by ACF last year. Now a
honorary river ambassador, Liz is using
her new skills to lend a voice to the
Murray, and the wildlife, farms and cities
it supports.
“I have always had an interest and appreciation for the natural world, and when
we moved to our Murray river property in
2001, we were able to immerse ourselves
in the natural environment on a daily
basis. We were also able to understand its
history, observe its profound beauty, but
sadly, also witness its rapid decline.
“For many years we watched as the
floodplain and surrounding river ecology
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deteriorated. In the lead-up to the end of
the millennium drought, we witnessed
many stately gums; some hundreds of
years old literally die of thirst.

“We witnessed many stately
gums; some hundreds of years
old literally die of thirst.”
“I stumbled onto the ACF site when
researching something one day. I quickly
realised that it is an organisation that was
extremely important. I became a member.
ACF continues to be an amazing source of
relevant information, especially in areas
around environmental policy (or lack of
it), and has enabled me to be part of campaigns and lobbying for a better future.
“I am only one individual, but I agree
with Jane Goodall, who said: “You cannot
get through a single day without having an
impact on the world around you. What you

do makes a difference, and you have to decide
what kind of difference you want to make.”
“My hope for the future is that we can
work together to change the world for the
better. My hope is that we can share in a
world where we have living reefs, rivers,
forests and wildlife.”

π Watch the Story of Us film and
meet more of the participants at
www.acf.org.au/storyofus

CONNECTION TO NATURE 
—  CONGRATULATIONS,
MIKE SVERNS!
MIKE SVERNS is the winner of our photography compe-

Powerful Owl, Sherbooke Forest, VIC. Photo: Mike Sverns

tition, winning an art print of Ern Mainka’s magnificent
snow gum bark image featured in our last issue of habitat.
Mike, a long time supporter of ACF since 1993, writes:
“This image represents my connection to nature. It was
photographed in my local forest in the Dandenong Ranges 
—  Sherbrooke Forest.
This forest has a rich history from when it was used
for its timber to build early Melbourne, ravaging fires,
gazetted as a national park from a state forest and now
managed by Parks Victoria in partnership with two
major community groups. This forest has allowed me to
privately observe, study, research and photograph its local
owl inhabitants and extend my experiences and fuel my
interest in natural history.”
When Mike was informed of his win, he passed on
thanks to ACF “for this opportunity to showcase a unique
and special apex predator of Australia’s south eastern and
eastern forests and the urban fringe.”
Well done Mike, and thank you to all of you who
entered this competition.

MESSAGES OF SUPPORT TO THE ADNYAMATHANHA PEOPLE
THANK YOU TO THOSE OF YOU WHO WROTE TO DAVE SWEENEY, ACF’S NUCLEAR-FREE CAMPAIGNER WITH
MESSAGES OF SUPPORT FOR THE ADNYAMATHANHA PEOPLE. HERE’S A SELECTION OF LETTERS YOU PENNED.

“

I WISH to send a message

“IT IS OF GREAT CONCERN that this area

“CONGRATULATIONS on your efforts to

of support in their fight
to prevent the dumping
of nuclear waste on their
ancestral lands. Beautiful,
ancient country this, as is
so much of my own state 
—  Western Australia.”

may be contaminated by nuclear waste.
Having visited this part of the Flinders
Ranges and been shown significant
cultural sites by Adnyamathanha people
30 years ago I feel for the McKenzie and
Coulthard families and others who have
deep connection with it. … it has a living
culture with tangible links to broader education on indigenous issues. The dreaming
stories have become a basis for South
Australian classrooms and kindergartens …
I am keen to contribute and protest against
this alarming proposal.”

stop the dumping of nuclear waste in the
Flinders Ranges. May you have success.”

Challis Tilbrook

“WHY EVEN DUMP nuclear
waste on a place that
people care about. Anyone
would care if this was their
backyard … Stop this act.”
Sam Fairburn

Kerry Bosisto

Sybil Kimmins

“I DO NOT BELIEVE Australia should have
any part whatever in a nuclear waste facility
as part of the nuclear fuel cycle. The quest
(is) based on ignorance, greed & stupidity.”
Harry Johnson

“I WANT YOU to know that there are many
ordinary Australians who are fighting
against the government’s uncontrolled
destruction of the environment.’
Tony Nightingale
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Not on our watch:
now and then
MEET TWO OF THE ACF PETER RAWLINSON CONSERVATION AWARD WINNERS WHO PROVE
THAT TIME AND TIME AGAIN, PEOPLE SHOW UP FOR A WORLD WHERE ALL LIFE THRIVES.
By James Norman

ACF CEO Kelly O’Shanassy congratulating Micklo Corpus, 2016 ACF Peter Rawlinson
Conservation Award winner at ACF AGM, Melbourne VIC. Photo: James Thomas Photo
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Now… Micklo Corpus
WAITING at Melbourne Airport to meet
Micklo Corpus after his flight from
Broome, I felt excited and nervous in equal
measure. I was about to meet a man who
had made the ultimate personal sacrifice
to protect his people’s land, its creatures
and water.
But here he was at the arrival gate — a
stocky, unassuming and gently spoken
Indigenous man with a generous smile and
gentle, warm manner. He had the aura of
a listener who also has much to say when
asked. He spoke in short, concise sentences.
“It’s our water,” he says after we take a
moment to grab some lunch at an airport cafeteria and get on to the subject of
protecting his homelands on the outskirts
of Roebuck Bay in the Kimberley from
fracking. “Nobody should be able to
tamper with our water. We need to be zero
tolerance.”
Micklo had travelled all the way down
south to receive the 2016 Peter Rawlinson
Award for his incredible personal efforts
to keep the Kimberley region of WA free
of fracking. There he has set up a small
campsite with his dog, monitoring the
comings and goings of Buru Energy on
a site called Yulleroo on the outskirts of
the Roebuck Plains. Buru started doing
seismic testing on the land in 2014 after
receiving approval to frack the sensitive
region, despite never receiving permission
from the local Indigenous community.
He has been an inspiration for many 
— a leader whose perseverance and
determination have made him the human
face of protecting the land his people have

lived with in harmony for thousands of
years.
Today, Micklo is back at the gate at
Yulleroo — but he feels the pressure is
mounting for his removal. “I think there’s
a move for me to be off the gate there and
it comes from the people upstairs there. I
really feel that,” Corpus told the Koori
Mail recently.
His vigil continues — bringing his
strength and humility to bear in protecting
the place he loves.

Then … Nina Brown
For Nina Brown, who won the Rawlinson
Award in 2003 for successfully opposing
a nuclear waste dump in South Australia,
the award was a ‘transformative’ event.
“I’d worked for a long time as an
unpaid activist — so the $3000 prize was
the first time I had a safety net,” she says.
The government had been set on
plans to build a nuclear waste dump
near Woomera, 500 kilometres north
of Adelaide, since February 1998. The
Aboriginal women’s council, along with
the Kokatha traditional owners, took up
the campaign to stop it.
Nina Brown is known locally in Coober
Pedy as Greenie Mula or ‘true greenie’.
She won the award for her work as a campaign coordinator for Kupa Piti Kungka
Tjuta (a council of senior Aboriginal women in Coober Pedy) — using her media and
campaigning expertise to help defeat the
nuclear dump proposal.
That long campaign involved reminding the public of the local Indigenous
people’s trauma from the Maralinga and

Emu Fields nuclear testing that had taken
place on their land since the 1950s.
Several environment groups, including
the Australian Conservation Foundation
and Friends of the Earth, had joined the
campaign and galvanised public concern.
Eventually, the Howard government
elected to dump the plan — and that
victory was savoured across the country.
Nina Brown had played a significant role 
— along with a broad alliance of others
around Australia.
But today a new chapter in the fight
against the nuclear waste dump in SA
has opened up — with SA Premier Jay
Weatherill vigorously pushing a new proposal. Current Rawlinson Award winner
Regina McKenzie’s community is one that
is affected by the new plan.
The key lesson from Nina’s campaign
is to never give up.
“I’m still involved in the campaign in
SA as the new fight against the dump is
on,” Nina says.
“The grandchildren of a lot of those
Indigenous leaders I worked with are now
incredibly active. It’s been so important
just to remember how we did it in the
past — because it was all before social
media — but the archiving work we did
was really important. We published a book
when we finished that campaign called
IRATI WANTI as an archive of the entire
campaign — a photo journal of all the
photos and words.
“My life now does all tie back to
winning the Rawlinson Award in that it
helped me sustain that work out there in
that remote community.”
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2016 ACF PETER RAWLINSON
CONSERVATION AWARD WINNERS, MICKLO CORPUS AND
REGINA MCKENZIE!
Regina McKenzie, Adnyamathanha community campaigner receiving her ACF
Peter Rawlinson Conservation Award in Adelaide, SA Photo: Hugh Fenton

MICKLO CORPUS, a Yawuru Traditional
Owner from the Kimberley region of
West Australia, and Regina McKenzie, an
Adnyamathanha Traditional Owner from
the Flinders Ranges of South Australia,
have jointly won the 2016 Rawlinson
Award for outstanding leadership in their
efforts for Indigenous and environmental
justice in their regions.
You might remember reading in the
last issue of habitat about Regina leading
her community’s opposition to a proposal
for a nuclear waste dump on their homelands around Yappala Station. Micklo’s

fight for a Kimberley free
of fracking is featured on
the previous page of this
issue.
Peter Rawlinson was
a tireless environmental
campaigner, zoologist,
researcher and university
lecturer, a voice for many
conservation issues and a
councillor, Vice President
and Treasurer at ACF.

NOMINATIONS FOR 2017 ACF PETER RAWLINSON
CONSERVATION AWARD OPEN IN JUNE!
NOMINATIONS for this year’s Award will
open on World Environment Day, 5 June.
The annual Award is presented in recognition of outstanding voluntary contribution by a group or individual aiding
Australia’s conservation efforts. The prize
consists of $3000 to spend on further
environment work and a plaque. An
individual or group can be nominated for
their achievements at a local or national

level (Councillors and
staff cannot be nominated). Application forms
will be available on our
website www.acf.org.au
or can be requested at
sara.mcmillan@acf.org.au
The deadline for nominations is 31 August, 2017.

π Read more about Micklo Corpus and Regina McKenzie’s
inspiring stories at www.acf.org.au/stories
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Adani lacks a social licence
PLANS FOR A COAL MINE NEAR TOWNSVILLE MAY HAVE GOVERNMENTAL APPROVAL,
BUT LOCALS AREN’T SO WELCOMING
By ACF Senior Media Adviser, Josh Meadows.

Great Barrier Reef. Photo: Xanthe Rivett

27

For those who don’t believe
this project should proceed
it can feel like we’re losing.

IT’S A WARM evening in Townsville,
the geckoes are chk-chk-chking and I’m
in the yard at the North Queensland
Conservation Council (NQCC) with 40
other people, all of whom want to stop
Adani’s Carmichael coal mine and the
mood of the gathering is pretty flat.
Two days earlier Indian billionaire
Gautam Adani flew into town, and after
being warmly greeted by the Queensland
premier, he announced the headquarters
for his company’s Carmichael coal project
would be in Townsville. He spoke of the
‘thousands’ of jobs the mine would create
(even though an Adani representative
has admitted in court the company’s real
estimate is just 1,464 jobs). That same day
the local newspaper, Townsville Bulletin,
featured a front page with a photoshopped image of the Adani private jet
coming in over Castle Hill alongside a big
“WELCOME TO TOWNSVILLE” sign.
Project opposition
For those who don’t believe this project
should proceed because of the impact the
massive coal mine would have on the local
environment, culturally significant places,
the climate and the Great Barrier Reef, it
can feel like we’re losing. However, as my
colleague Basha Stasak tells the tropical
evening gathering of the NQCC and ACF
community, we shouldn’t be discouraged.
“With all the talk and all the hype you
would be excused for thinking this mine
was guaranteed to go ahead,” she says.
“Well, it’s not. Every six to twelve months
Adani says it will make its final investment decision in the next ‘six to twelve
months’.”
In fact, in 2012 Adani Australia’s CEO
said the company would start construction

the following year. That was more than
four years ago.

Local politics
Townsville is a uni town and an army
town. Eighteen-year-old Maison LukicBristow is from a defence force family. He
loves the area’s tropical landscapes and
says going out on the Great Barrier Reef as
a kid “shaped me and inspired me to get
politically active.”
The day Mr Adani came to town
Maison was one of hundreds who took
to the streets of Townsville to voice their
opposition to the mine.
“We had a massive turnout, which
was awesome, considering Townsville is
not necessarily a very politically engaged
place,” he says.
Liz Downes, who has lived in
Townsville since 1970, tells me she hadn’t
planned to speak at the snap rally, “but the
more you listen, the more stirred up you
get and the more you really want to tell
people. I have two grandchildren … I look
at these two growing boys who just love
going out bush and going out on the water
and I think, what’s in store for them and
those who come after them?”

Ken Peters-Dodd. Photo: Kerry Trapnell

Reef encounters
The day after the rally, I’m at Airlie Beach,
talking with dive business operator Tony
Fontes. The Barrier Reef around here
avoided damage in 2016’s mass coral
bleaching, but Tony has seen bleaching
before. What’s his reason for opposing the
Adani mine?
“Well, it’s pretty selfish. It’s the reef.
Obviously it’s my livelihood. I want to
look after my livelihood. But I think you’ll
find for most people working in tourism,
Liz Downes. Photo: Kerry Trapnell

28

“You would be excused
for thinking this mine
was guaranteed to go
ahead. Well, it’s not.”
particularly in the dive industry, it’s more
than a livelihood. We have a real passion
for the reef. Otherwise we wouldn’t be
divers.”
Tony loves the way he sees something
different every time he dives. He especially loves coming across nudibranchs, the
tiny colourful sea slugs.
“When you spot one it’s like being in
the middle of the Brazilian rainforest, finding a butterfly that no one’s ever seen. You
can’t beat that.”
While Tony’s connection to the reef has
been nurtured over decades, other people
have connections going back thousands
of years.
“We come from the river,” says Ken
Dodd, sitting on the banks of the Bowen
River, west of Collinsville, as sounds of
birds and cicadas fill the air and tadpoles
flick through the shallows at our feet. “We
are the mountain, we are the hill people
and we are the river people.”

False promises
Coal is not new to this part of the world.
It’s been here for millennia and is part of
the local Aboriginal story of place.
“In our country there are stories of the
sky people that came to the land,” Ken
tells me. “They were giants who walked
across the land and created certain areas
and sacred places within our country …
the areas where they camped, the fire pits
where they cooked their food — these are
the coal seams, the coal pits we see on our
country today.”
The proposed Carmichael mine site is
200 kilometres from where we’re sitting,
but the rail line that would link the mine
to the harbour at Abbot Point would run
right through Ken Dodd’s country. But he

doesn’t buy the argument there would be
jobs for local Aboriginal people if the mine
and railway were built.
“I’ve been in negotiations on native title
for a long time,” he says. “One of the main
selling points is the business, employment
and training opportunities for our people.
That has failed us every time.”
In any case, many of the local
Aboriginal kids have dreams for themselves that don’t include working in a coal
mine.
“It’s gone past the point of saying to
our children, go to the mines and get a
job,” Ken says.
I ask Ken what he thinks when he
hears the view, put by Senator Matt
Canavan and others, that the Adani coal
will lift people in India out of poverty.
“When I hear that it brings back to me
that our people have been living in poverty since colonisation. We’ve lived in third
world conditions. And we still are today.
“To hear that they’re using the Indian
people and their social struggle as a third
world country to get this mine across … it’s
an insult to people [here in Australia] who
have come from third world conditions.”
Back in Townsville, insects are
swarming around the light on the veranda.
People are saying goodnight and heading
home. The mood is positive, determined,
hopeful.
The Carmichael proposal may have
some high-level supporters, but it is no
done deal and is a long way from having
broad public support. Adani might have
its mining licence, but is does not have its
social licence.

Maison Lukic-Bristow. Photo: Kerry Trapnell

Tony Fontes. Photo: Kerry Trapnell
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“In all things
of nature there is
something of the
marvellous.”
Aristotle

Our campaigns
WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO AT ACF OVER THE PAST SIX MONTHS?
By ACF Director of Campaigns, Paul Sinclair.

Kids play at sunset, Mindil Beach, Darwin NT. Photo: Chris Ford
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MARTIN LUTHER KING JUNIOR drew a
distinction between optimism and hope.
Towards the end of his life he was not
optimistic about the future of the United
States based on an examination of pervasive injustice, war and inequality. But he
remained hopeful that ordinary people can
bend the arc of the world towards goodness, justice and equality.
I’m with the Rev King.
Since the last issue of habitat there’s
been plenty going on in the world to bleed
one of optimism. As I write there are
rumours President Trump could withdraw
the US from the Paris Climate Agreement.
All summer the hard right of Australia’s
Coalition government pushed the Liberal
Party towards the dead end of coal and
away from renewable energy.

There's been plenty going on
in the world to bleed one of
optimism … Spending time with
supporters builds my hope.
Spending time with our supporters builds my hope. I recently travelled
around an electorate with a relatively new
federal MP (the first woman elected in 115
years of this seat’s history) meeting ACF
supporters who were making the transition from dirty to clean energy in their
homes and businesses. Until the last election the electorate was a Liberal stronghold. Concern about the environment
was the second highest issue amongst her
constituents.
People choose to bend the arc, or they
let others determine their futures. You
know our choice.
That’s why we’re still in the Federal
Court taking on the Federal Government
and the Adani Corporation over their plans
for a massive coal mine. The court decision
will occur this year, and we expect major
decisions about the fate of the mine by
Adani Corporation late in 2017. Between

now and then ACF and a host of partners
across Australia will put red hot pressure
on banks and Malcolm Turnbull’s Northern
Australia Infrastructure Facility not to
bankroll a dud project that’s bad for life on
our world. The smart money is not on coal.
Our Energy Transformation campaign
is highlighting Australia’s vast opportunity to cut pollution and grow jobs through
support for renewable energy and strong
climate action.
We released a report with the ACTU,
Jobs in a Clean Energy Future, and state-focused briefs, including a Queensland brief
that detailed the opportunity for 90,000
new jobs in the state.
ACF played a leading role in pulling
together the Energy Transition Leadership
Forum, which includes 17 eminent
Australians that all agree on the key steps
needed for a clean energy transition. The
forum released its plan for Our Energy
Future in November 2016.
We’ve endeavoured to hold the Federal
Government to account for its lack of credible climate policy, expose Australia’s low
ranking in the international CAN Europe/
Germanwatch Climate Performance Index,
shine a light on Australia’s rising greenhouse gas pollution and bust the myth that
coal can be clean.

People choose to bend
the arc, or they let others
determine their futures.
You know our choice.
As part of the Australian Climate
Roundtable, ACF contributed to a submission supporting ratification of the Paris
Climate Agreement, a policy workshop
to inform the development of the 2017
climate policy review, a roundtable discussion to inform the Finkel energy review
and joint statements.
ACF is also holding the Queensland
government to its commitment to get 50

per cent of its energy from renewable
energy by 2030. ACF made submissions to
the state government’s renewable energy
expert panel and its climate policy strategy review and joined forces with other
organisations to launch a Sun-powered
Queensland pledge.
December 2016 saw the historic the
handover of Shelburne Bay on Cape York.
Since 1995 the Cape York land tenure
resolution process has returned more than
three million hectares of land to Aboriginal
ownership. This includes more than two
million hectares of Aboriginal owned
and jointly managed national parks and
more than a million hectares of Aboriginal
freehold.

We’ve endeavoured to … bust
the myth that coal can be clean.
That’s people bending the arc of hope.
In November 2016 two thirds of the
South Australians in a Citizen Jury set up
by the South Australian Government to
examine plans for an international radioactive waste dump unequivocally rejected
the move ‘under any circumstances’. In
the same week, ACF and SA environment
groups presented a petition to Premier Jay
Weatherill, signed by 35,000 people from
across Australia, calling on him to end any
plans for radioactive waste dumping in
South Australia.
These are unequivocal signs that in
SA and across the country opposition is
strong and growing to the Premier’s plans
to ship, store and bury high level international radioactive waste in SA.
We have big plans for 2017. Our
Carmichael campaign and the push for a
national plan to get off coal and onto 100
per cent renewable energy will be on full
throttle. Join us. Together we will bend the
arc towards hope.
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Meet our Councillors

JILL RISCHBIETH AND ALEXANDRA NASH TALK TO CURRENT ACF COUNCILLORS, DELVING INTO THE
INSPIRING REASONS THAT MOTIVATED THEM TO JOIN OUR COUNCIL.

DAISY BARHAM, NSW COUNCILLOR

“Everything that’s ever changed
in society has been at the hands
of people. It can either change for
bad or good, that’s our choice.”

Daisy has fond memories of the koalas
that visited her primary school playground but is saddened that children
today might not be able to recreate these
memories.
“I’ve seen urban bushland destroyed
where I grew up. I know that it is now
harder and harder for kids to have the
kind of experiences with nature that I took
for granted.”
Daisy first volunteered for an environmental group as a teenager and has been
speaking out for the places and wildlife
she loves ever since.

She is now the Campaigns Director
with the Nature Conservation Council
of NSW and has been an ACF Councillor
since 2015.
Like many ACF Members, Daisy first
joined because she felt the need for “a
strong voice to safeguard what makes
Australia great”. In her role as an ACF
Councillor she is “keen to learn from those
who’ve come before us and achieved so
much and then to play a small role in helping ACF grow.”

MARGARET STEADHAM,
TAS COUNCILLOR

“In our own arenas, we are part
of a huge global movement
towards a safe climate and
compassionate communities.
Everyone has a part.”
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Margaret joined ACF as a member more
than 25 years ago “because it was the
national organisation that worked on all
the big environmental issues with intelligence and collaboration.”
She has had an impressive career as
an environmental advocate, including 13
years as Executive Officer of Sustainable
Living Tasmania. She was most recently
recognised for her work with the accolade
of Senior Tasmanian of the Year in 2017.
Margaret’s journey with the environment movement began when she read
‘Silent Spring’ and ‘Small is Beautiful’. But
her ultimate driver has always been her
family.
“My five grandchildren drive my aspirations for a safe climate and a thriving
beautiful future.”

Young, up-and coming campaigners are also a source of inspiration for
Margaret.
“I love spending time with the fearless
and visionary young people who are
working on divestment campaigns, running community co-ops and changing the
world.”
When she’s not being an ACF
Councillor you will find Margaret in her
favourite place in her back garden that
she shares with skinks and currawongs, or
getting around on her electric bike which
she says is “efficient and healthy and like
being 12 again!”

IAN PENROSE, VIC COUNCILLOR

“This small, wonderful planet
is the only home that we
and other precious creatures
have. We must and can
take better care of it.”

Ian’s path to ACF is not the traditional
one. After studying science, Ian worked
for many years at a multi-national fossil
fuel company. But since stepping into the
environmental sector in 2001 — when he
headed up a program to restore the Snowy
River — he has never looked back.
His most rewarding role, he says, was
as the first Yarra Riverkeeper, leading a
small NGO to protect Melbourne’s major
waterway. For Ian, keeping the Yarra clean
is an issue that’s close to home — in more
ways than one!

“My mud-brick home is on a bush
block beside the Yarra River.
“Tall white manna gums, rough
barked box trees, silver wattles and a rich
community of native plants provide a safe
home for black-faced wallabies, wombats,
echidnas, sugar gliders, phascogales and
song birds of every shape and colour — all
nourished by the cool, fresh flowing river
water.”
Ian joined the ACF Council in 2015,
keen “to help ACF remain Australia’s
leading environmental organisation”.

SAMARA CASSAR,
QLD COUNCILLOR

“I do hope that we can prioritise
the environment, not just
for short-term happiness
or success but for future
generations yet to come.”

Growing up in an immigrant family,
Samara was taught from a young age to
appreciate Australia’s natural environment
and to be “thankful for the fresh air, the
open space and the immediacy in which
we can access the beach or the bush.”
Now a student of law and political
science at the University of Queensland,
Samara has never taken her upbringing for
granted.
“[In 2015] I had been living in central
Paris for three months and had yet to hear
one bird, see one star at night or experience a breath of fresh air. It was a reminder
of how beautiful the natural environment
is in Australia.”
Her first opportunity to turn her
passion into action came during the 2015
Queensland election, when she worked

with a local NGO campaigning for the
Great Barrier Reef. “Being a witness to the
power of collective action was nothing
short of inspiration”.
“It is with equal amounts of frustration
and inspiration from what I have witnessed, that I actively seek to care for and
am impassioned about the environment.”

π Meet more ACF Councillors at
www.acf.org.au/board_council
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#handonhabitat

You may have seen our #handonhabitat photos on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.
Here’s a selection from ACF staff and members below — from belly dancing classes,
to one of London’s best cafés, to the dentist, the Qantas club and the local pub, habitat
has been shared by many … Remember, it’s never too late to #handonhabitat!

Giuseppe Squidamari @gsquidamari
I’ve just left my habitat at @maisondetrecafe,
one of London’s best places for coffee,
cake and happiness! #handonhabitat

Alexandra Nash @AlexandraNash
Handing on my @AusConserv habitat
magazine for others to enjoy over a flat
white at my local café! #handonhabitat

habitat strategically placed next to AFR in
QANTAS club — thanks Kelly O’Shanassy!
angela rutter @pangearella
Handing on my habitat at Olinda Deli
@AusConservation #handonhabitat

Lachie Gooley #handonhabitat
“It’s great to change the subject of
conversation from footy and cricket
to the GFNP and other environmental
conservation issues at the pub”
Belly dancing their way to a thriving
world! Courtesy Nicole Sanderson

Michael Pulsford @mikeyp
Handing on the new habitat to Jem
Bamford, Campaigns Facilitator at the
Climate Action Network of Australia!
@jemdbam #handonhabitat
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Toby Bauer
At the dentist: “I’m listening to the
penguins, Mummy”

#pawonhabitat

Eco twists, tweets and turns
KEEPING YOU UP-TO-DATE WITH INTERESTING NEWS ABOUT OUR NATURAL WORLD.

Something exceptional
Standing in Tasmania’s ancient Styx Valley
in a grove of some of the world’s most
magnificent trees leaves most speechless.
There are no words that can convey the
comforting power of nature, the sense of a
different time and sweet humbleness one
feels standing at the feet of giants. How
does one convey the feeling, the moment,
the magic? Steven Pearce and his team
from Tree Projects get close by using the
power of image. It has taken passion,
patience and time. After 68 days with a lot
of effort and a dash of ingenuity he has
captured the magnificence and beauty of
one of the world’s largest flowering trees
living in Australia’s backyard — a portrait
of a tree known as Gandalf’s Staff. Some
may remember this iconic tree from the
Tasmanian forest protests in 2000s when
this soaring Eucalyptus regnans, also
known as Mountain Ash or Swamp Gum,
earned the world record for supporting
the highest tree sit platform.
Spending time in the forest with the
84-metre-high giant beauty Steven and his

team were continually surprised by the
beauty and activity of the forest … “early
mornings brought swirling mists and
red-tinted sunshine. Midday, warm sunshine or chilling rain would alternate, and
occasional gusts of chill wind that would
strike a primal sense of terror” and “late
afternoons, groups of cockatoos would
swoop past, screeching at the novelty of
a human in the treetops.” He also noticed
how the forests touched people’s hearts
no matter who they were … “during the
eight weeks in these forests, no visitor
that stood quietly for just a few seconds
needed a detailed explanation as to why
they deserved recognition and protection. International visitors, mainlanders,
Tasmanians, everyone, in their own
personal way, and using vastly different
language, recognised these trees as something exceptional.”
His drive and his passion are inspiring
and stem from wanting “to let the world
know that Australia’s trees are globally
significant. Our dream is to have these
trees recognized with the same national

awareness and pride as the Americans recognize their Redwood and Sequoia trees.
We’ve love to see Ultra Eucalypts in the
same sentences as Uluru, the Great Barrier
Reef, and Fraser Island.”
Find the tree portrait and
read more about the project at
www.facebook.com/thetreeprojects

Brainfood —  TED talks
on Sustainability
TED — Ideas worth spreading from
leading thinkers all over the world, has a
selection of videos that look at the questions we are all trying to answer about
sustainability and how to live better in
our world. The videos are on a wide range
of topics, range from 5 to 20 minutes and
make you think. Excellent brainfood for
those craving solutions.
Watch at www.ted.com/topics/sustainability
Dan Haley and the long ascent, Styx Valley TAS.
Photo: Steven Pearce
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BY ANTJE DUN

Reading and reflections
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FEATURE BOOK

“Progress occurs because a few
individuals demand change.
The defenders of the status quo
are just as committed, and the
stage is set time and again for
stories of extraordinary bravery
and inspirational leadership.”
‘What do we want? The story
of protest in Australia’
Clive Hamilton’s new book, What do we
want? The story of protest in Australia, is
filled with powerful images and stories
of social movements that have made
Australia a better place from the ’60s to
the present and how these movements for
“equality, peace and environmental action
have confronted the ugliness in Australian
society and caused epoch-defining shifts
in social attitudes”.
Of particular interest to habitat readers
will be the chapter on the environment
movement, starting with the 1969 Little
Desert campaign, which Hamilton sees
as a shift from nature conservation to
modern environmentalism. The chapter
also focuses on other defining moments
of Australia’s environmental movement,
including the Terania creek anti-logging
campaign, the Franklin blockade and the
struggle for Tasmania’s forests, and finishes with the campaign for a safe climate
and protests over coal seam gas.
Hamilton shows where we have been,
where we are at and makes one wonder
where we are going, when he writes “if
plans proceed to open up the vast new
coalfields of Queensland’s Galilee Basin 
— which at peak production would be
responsible for more carbon emissions
than the entire country currently emits 

— we can expect a protest campaign that in scope, determination and radicalism will dwarf all previous environmental protests in Australia.”
Hamilton’s book also celebrates the creativity and
innovation of Australian protests, declaring protests in
Australia are now a “firm tradition”. He honours the brave,
committed, courageous souls of the past who inspire the
brave, persevering souls of now and the future. This book
is great proof that time and time again people have stood
for and will stand for a better Australia.
Book details: What do we want? The story of protest
in Australia by Clive Hamilton, National Library of
Australia, 2016.

ACF bequestor, Jane Crouch. Photo: James Thomas Photo

Meet a bequestor
LIKE MANY IN ACF’S LIVING LEGACY COMMUNITY, JANE CROUCH IS NOT NEW
TO THE ENVIRONMENT MOVEMENT.
HERE, SHE EXPLAINS HOW AND WHY SHE CAME TO SUPPORT ACF.
AS A CHILD OF THE ’60S, I have very fond
memories of ‘helping’ Mum and Dad in
our Melbourne suburban backyard: picking vegetables, feeding the chooks, making
mud pies and climbing trees.
In my early 20s, it was through
bushwalking and working at Outward
Bound that my love of and concern for
nature deepened. I learnt much about the
joys that can be found by living simply
and extending myself in the outdoors. I
watched dawn break on many a mountain top, in wonderful places like the
Grampians (Gariwerd), the Brindabella
Range and on Hinchinbrook Island.
Four days with Indigenous elders in the
Kimberley was another life-changing
experience, where I realised how much
nature had to teach me … as long as I was
prepared to quietly listen.
My knowledge of ACF started in the
1980s with reading — and then subscribing
to —  habitat. I liked that ACF was working

to protect many of the wonderful places
I had experienced and that the mix of
programs address the practical aspects
of conserving our natural environment
and structural issues like our economic
models.
I was honoured to train as a Climate
Reality Leader with Al Gore in 2007 and
again in 2009. The campaign resonated
with me knowing that climate change was
already proving to have catastrophic consequences. As a member of the generation
from the developed world that is largely
responsible for climate change, I want to
actively be part of implementing the solutions, and I know we have no time to wait.
I decided to leave a gift to ACF in my
will as a parting ‘thank you’ to Mother
Nature — investing in our planet’s future
seems the best practical legacy I can
make. I would like my contribution to
help educate people to make sustainable
choices, with the hope that ultimately, the

incredibly special places in nature that
have brought my body and soul sustenance, will be there for generations to
come.

‘I decided to leave a gift to
ACF in my will as a parting
‘thank you’ to Mother Nature’
π Giving a gift in your will to
protect the places you love
is an inspiring choice. To
find out more more about
becoming a part of ACF’s living
legacy community, please
contact Upeka Kumarasinghe
for a copy of our bequests
brochure: 1800 223 669 or
bequests@acf.org.au
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A personal (eco) challenge

ACF CEO, KELLY O’SHANASSY, WRITES ABOUT
HOW AMIDST THE BUSYNESS OF HER LIFE
SHE CARVES OUT TIME TO FEED HER SOUL ON THE RIVER.
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THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT RIVERS.

The Yarra may run brown
with mud from its rural origins,
but to me it’s beautiful.

Something calming. Something that
centres me, soothes my mind, enlivens my
spirit. Something that makes me happy to
be alive.
I fell in love with rivers when I was
a kid swimming in the water holes of the
Moorabool River in Victoria’s central west.
Miles from our country home, mum would
pile the local kids in the car off to the river
for a swim with the fish and the snakes.
After moving to the big smoke, I took
up kayaking along Melbourne’s beautiful
Yarra River. Every second day I’d paddle
along its reaches, avoiding the ducks,
watching the fish leap and the bats dive to
wet their chests in the cool water.
Rain, hail and shine, I’d paddle. Back
then it was for fitness, training hard to be
first across the line. What I took for granted was the fitness that it gave to my soul,
not just my body.
The first six months of my role at
ACF were overwhelming, so much to
do, such big expectations in a role that
needs absolute commitment. In those first
six months, I barely paddled, staying fit
through running to and from work rather
than enjoying the Yarra’s waters.
It was only after walking to a planning
day ACF held on the banks of the Yarra
that I was reminded of my river love. I was
running late and walking fast when I burst
out from the trees and saw the Yarra before
me. My heart sang as I realised just how
much I had missed this beautiful place.
Ever since that day, I have built time
into my week for a paddle. Sometimes it’s
in the dark of a winter’s morning, layered

in thermals and desperately hoping I
don’t come undone by a hidden river snag.
Sometimes it’s on the weekend, paddling
with a group of people so diverse that you
could never hope to call us friends if it
was not for our river connection. Tonight,
it will be in the twilight, the best time to
enjoy the river’s tranquillity.
The Yarra may run brown with mud
from its rural origins — and has its fair
share of city pollution — but to me it’s
beautiful. It has waterfalls, billabongs and
cliffs that can make you think you’re in
Kakadu, not the middle of Melbourne. It’s
home to the Australian Shortfinned Eel,
which migrates to the Coral Sea to breed,
with its tiny elvers drifting back to their
Yarra home through the ocean currents.
They are remarkable little buggers — resilient, like the Yarra.
I’ve been lucky enough to paddle
some of the world’s rivers — the Nile, the
Zambezi, the Mekong and, dare I say, the
mighty Murray. But there is nothing like
the beautiful Yarra, in the county of the
Wurundjeri people, who call the Yarra by
its traditional name, Birrarung.
Life is busy and there is always something to do, some excuse for not feeding
the soul. But while defending our shared
planet and speaking for a better future is a
life’s work, our lives are made worthwhile
by the people and the places we love.
For me, the Yarra is one of those places.
What’s yours?

π Write to us at
habitat@acf.org.au to share a
story about your special place.
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Help us grow
our community
by recommending
ACF membership
for $10 to a friend!
Let them know that on
joining they will receive
bi-annual copies of habitat
(including this issue when their
membership is accepted).
To join, they can call
1800 223 669 or
www.acf.org.au/mem

